TROUBLED WATERS

predecessors to the Fadhli Sultan as a pledge, but die Fadhlis declined to
return it to him."

I laughed at this, and so did he and said: "That, of course, is a trivial
matter, but the essential differences lie in the question of some fields taken
by the Fadhlis from my predecessors at Ja'wala and two other places, some
forty-six and thirty-two years ago respectively."

I then asked him what stood in the way of the demolition of the Husn
and the settlement of the trouble.

"I would require assurances against future raids," he replied, "payments
for past loots and the restoration of the cultivable lands."

"I understand from the Fadhli Sultan," I said, "that he is prepared to
post one of his men as consul in Lower Yafa'i territory to report raids at
once, and he suggested that you should act in the same way."

I also spoke to him about the Fadhlis foregoing their loot claims (in
the manner in which the Fadhli Sultan had asked me to put it) and requested
him to do the same. While he gave me no definite reply I gathered he
would be willing to do this if the other questions were satisfactorily
settled.

"I have been very anxious to arrange a meeting between yourself
and the Fadhli Sultan," I then added, "but in deference to your wishes
expressed in your letter I did not bring him with me although he had been
willing to come. I wonder whether you would accompany me to meet
him"

He started to make excuses but I told him that that was not necessary
'and if he did not want to come he had but to say so. He then agreed to
come with me, accompanied with five of his men, and I wrote a note to
the Fadhli Sultan asking him to come too with five men and meet us half-
way. Tbis was sent off on a fast camel to 'Ubar ash Shab'a and 'Aidarus
and ourselves mounted aad left Husn Halima at half-past ten.

We rode across dried-up cultivation unshaded from the grilling heat
until we came to some small dumps of trees at a spot called As Saila, When
we were dear of Husn Halima' Aidarus had signalled with his hand to his
men and the whole army had moved off northwards, so that our party all
told was reduced to about ten. At As Saila we chose the best-looking bush
for shade and lay down on Aidarus's carpet to, wait. Getting up after 4
short time to have a look round I noticed a large body of men about two
hundred yards away behind us. These turned out to be some of 'Aidarus's "
followers so I asked him to tdl them to move, which he did, and presently
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